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February 15, 2018 

 

Dear Orchard Park Families; 

 

As you know, one of our most important goals as a school district is to ensure we are providing 

a safe learning environment for our students and staff on all of our district campuses.  In light of 

recent school tragedies across the United States, I wanted to share with parents the measures that 

Orchard Park Schools have taken toward this critical goal.   

Over the past few years, we have been working very closely with the Orchard Park Police and 

a security consultant on the following: 
 

 Police-involved lockdown drills at every school building on a regular basis 

 Orchard Park Police perform training drills in our buildings 

 Front door monitors at every building, police-trained in situational awareness, 

conflict resolution and de-escalation techniques 

 The addition of second shift front door monitors, to assure monitoring whenever the 

buildings are open 

 Police-trained bus drivers on the topics of medical emergencies, threats and weapons 

 Crisis response teams at the building and district level, trained annually 

 Front door security and infrastructure improvements 

 Single point of entry - with buzzers and monitors 

 A visitor ID management system which monitors a national sex offender database 

 Extensive security cameras, with more cameras being added 

 Regular communication with our school counselors regarding students that may be 

at risk 
 

We will continue to work with the Orchard Park Police to ensure the continued safety and 

security of our students.  Parents and community members are also instrumental in reporting if 

they see someone or something that may cause suspicion.  I encourage parents and community 

members to contact the Orchard Park Police and the school district if they notice anything that 

looks suspicious.   

 

Thank you, again for always supporting our students, staff and the Orchard Park school 

community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Matthew P. McGarrity 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

MPM/cac 


